
196    PART III  •  Courts

Justice is rarely about one-size-fits-all solutions. The courts are designed to 
accommodate many types of people and offenders with options that serve rehabilitative 
goals for suspects caught in the system. Pretrial services arranged for Joshua Paul Benjamin 
to attend an inpatient sex offender treatment program while his attorney worked on his 
case. In addition, he sought out and was treated by a psychiatrist to minimize chances of 
future recidivism. While Joshua engaged in numerous therapeutic approaches, he was 
not spared the traditional punishment of prison, as later chapters outline. Legal mandates 
may prevent more therapeutic approaches for all offenders, but the trend toward a less 
punitive judicial approach may reduce jail and prison populations and result in enormous 
cost savings.

As we will see more fully in Chapter 10, Chris Farias was deeply involved with the 
judiciary for over a year as he worked closely with a judge and personnel assigned to a 
specialized court. Jennifer Schuett’s opportunity to see her case go to trial was taken from 
her, as later chapters will detail.

In the following chapter, our discussion focuses on the prosecution, defense, and pretrial 
activities. In that chapter, vital information related to the important roles of prosecutors and 
defense attorneys, charging of the suspect, trial and pretrial events, and other elements of the 
trial is covered.

Technology now allows suspects and offenders to appear on video before the court. Would you argue for or against this practice?  

What types of nuances might be missed in the communication?
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Case Study Video 7.1: 
Interviews with case study 
participants


